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Summer Planning Sessions
This summer we need your help to

dream, design and transform our “vision”
into a reality! 

On Tuesday, July 24 or Saturday,
September 29 (duplicate sessions - you
need only attend one), we invite you to
join us as the Planning Committee takes
us through a three-step process to 
develop The Ridges’ Long Range Plan:

• First, we’ll share the story of how the
vision was created

• Secondly, we’ll all share our values to
guide future planning

• Last, we’ll brainstorm (together) strate-
gies for developing Ridges programs.

First, the Planning Committee will
present what we’ve learned from past
research projects, conferences, environ-
mental education research and input
from individuals and collaborating 
organizations – these have all helped
guide the existing vision. Input has been
gathered from:

2006 Door County Natural 
Heritage Conference

In spring 2006 policy makers, educators,
scientists and citizens met to learn about
Door County’s unique natural features
and biodiversity. Participants identified
the need to coordinate stewardship and
conservation strategies, county-wide.
They also talked about the importance of
fostering connections to this wondrous
landscape through environmental educa-
tion in public schools, and of protecting
ecologically significant habitats and
unique natural features by addressing
gaps in current resources. 

2004 Ridges Members Survey
41% of members responded with ideas

for future Ridges planning: Defining our
role in land acquisition; prioritizing 
programs; considering more adult 
programs; building a new building;
developing a clear and compelling 
communication plan; acquiring more
and younger members; and increasing
our financial support.

2003 and 2004 Board and 
Staff Retreats

We updated our mission statement 
“To protect the Sanctuary and inspire
stewardship of natural areas through
programs of education, outreach, and
research”. We also began creating our
vision by identifying threats, weaknesses,
and opportunities to the organization.

2003 “Guide to Significant Wildlife
and Natural Areas of Door County,
Wisconsin”

A county-wide group identified conser-
vation goals, threats and information
needs/gaps for 17 ecological significant
complexes – one being The Ridges

continued on page 2

From the
Range Light 

Two Ridges Planning
Sessions at Baileys Harbor

Town Hall

Please attend one!
Tuesday, July 24 (2 – 4 pm)

OR

Saturday, September 29 (9 - 11 am)



Planning Sessions, continued from page 1

Sanctuary (in a management corridor with Mud Lake
State Natural Area, Toft Point State Natural Area and
North Bay State Natural Area).

• Second, we’ll have time to share together what we
all truly value in The Ridges. From these, we’ll compile
Ridges “value statements” to guide future planning.    

• And last, we’ll need your creative ideas to brain-
storm ways to fulfill our vision.  

The Planning Committee has created six goals (below)
on which to comment, and we’ll talk about each:

Program Goals
Protection of the Sanctuary: Recognizing the 

obligation of stewardship of its natural areas, as envi-
sioned by the founders, the primary goal of The Ridges
Sanctuary, Inc. is to protect its lands, flora, and fauna
from harmful impacts of human activity, invasive
species, and other potential threats.

Education: Based on its unique ecology and geogra-
phy, a goal of the Ridges is to identify and educate 
various audiences in the ethical, aesthetic, and
ecological values of our natural heritage, in the 

importance of stewardship, and in opportunities for
personal participation.

Outreach: A goal of the Ridges organization is to 
communicate its vision, and to encourage appreciation
of the ecological and aesthetic values of the Sanctuary.
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It hardly seems possible that it’s time for the summer
newsletter! But summer is here, and as usual, I am running
to keep up.

As the busy season approaches, we’re especially remind-
ed of our many volunteers, and of all their work. Thank
you one and all! I’d also like to recognize a special volun-
teer who has lent much time and energy for the cause: Mr.

Donald Juers. Don epitomizes
volunteering. He began his
work at The Ridges as one of
the organizers and leaders of
the “Wednesday Crew” –  build-
ing and maintaining trails,
bridges and decks. Don has also
served as a member of our
Board of Directors and is cur-
rently The Ridges’ Treasurer. As
Treasurer, he’s been instrumen-

B o a r d  N e w s
tal in organizing “the books” and helping set up a formal
process for tracking income, expenses and the many ven-
dors that keep The Ridges in business. We greatly appreci-
ate Don and his many good works! 

As I write, Don is now helping orient a new person to
our staff: Pam Zeller will become our new part-time book-
keeper, keeping up our day-to-day financial activities – and
we welcome her in that role. Don will continue on as
Treasurer, but Pam will help afford him time to pursue his
many hobbies – primarily working in his woodshop, fish-

ing and golf.
Many Thanks, Don! Welcome Pam!

Cheers, 

Research: To encourage, promote and facilitate
research on the biota and physical and chemical 
environment of the Sanctuary.

Administrative Goals
Administration, Facilities, and Finance: The strategic

plan must identify and provide for necessary personnel,
buildings, equipment, and finance.

Development: To assure the projected financial
requirements to implement the plan, the final goal is 
to create and execute a comprehensive funding and
development program.

Our Sanctuary is Wisconsin’s most biologically diverse
area.  Here’s some time to dream about what’s possible
and to create a plan for its permanent protection!
Come prepared with creative ideas, enthusiasm, and a
willingness to make a difference. Please call 
(920) 839-2802 & let us know you’ll attend. 

Steve Leonard, Executive Director
steve@ridgesanctuary.org

Treasurer Don Juers
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Join us for our 70th Anniversary 

Looking Ahead
Volunteer Recognition
Saturday, July 21, 2007

Ridges 4th Annual Member Picnic
Sunday, August 5, 2007

Ridges’ 70th Annual Meeting
Saturday, October 6, 2007

Nature Store Update 
and

Members Showcase
The Ridges Nature Store has new focus this year:
Wildlife! There are now numerous books about 
creating backyard wildlife habitat, and new titles
introducing kids and adults to the joys of 
experiencing wildlife. 

If you visit between July 15 and August 11, you’ll 
also see interesting member-made products at our
Members Showcase art show and sale: Books, 
original photographs, paintings, cards, jewelry, and
more! Take a moment to visit the Nature Store
before you walk the trails – for updates on what’s
blooming, and this great new assortment of nature
books, children’s and educational gifts, and our
members artwork.  

Remember, as a Ridges member you receive a 10%
discount on all Store purchases…

Carl Giessel, Nature Store Manager

1937-2007  
Seventy years protecting 
this special place

The Ridges is celebrating 70 years of stewardship this
year!  We’re proud to be “the place where it all started” in
Door County, and to have inspired land preservation,
environmental education and research countywide.  Over
these years we’ve also grown significantly—from 30 to
1500 acres – while successfully protecting the Sanctuary’s
pristine and wonderful biodiversity. 
To celebrate our accomplishments, we’re planning a 
weeklong series of special events, August 5-11, 2007,
and invite you to join in.

Highlights include:
• 70th Anniversary week kick-off – our 4th Members 

Picnic – an old-fashioned Pig Roast, with kid’s 
nature exploration & games

• Ridges Oral History panel
• Director’s Hikes, with past (and present) directors
• Art in Nature workshop
• Free Family Days
• Clark Lake Canoe Trip
Look for a full calendar of Anniversary events and a 

picnic invitation in your July mail. We look forward to 
celebrating with you!  

Marilyn Mahlberg & Gwynne Schultz
70th Anniversary Co-chairs 

The Ridges is offering an eNewsletter to highlight
monthly programs, blooming flora and special news.

Please send your email to 
info@ridgesanctuary.org, indicate you’d like to be

included, and you’ll be on our eNewsletter list!

eNewsletter!
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Summer Kids Programs
It's time to register your child (or grandchild) for a Ridges

Summer Youth Program! Each program, geared to your child’s
age, offers hands-on adventures into the woods and waters of the
Sanctuary.  Activities include hikes, stories, crafts and nature
games. Two or more adults staff each session.   
Important notes: 
• Grade levels refers to child’s grade in September 2007

• Children are eligible for the reduced member’s rate when part
of a Ridges member family.

• Each session is limited to 12 children, so register soon!
Registration forms may be downloaded from our website,
www.ridgesanctuary.org (click on “Education Programs” and scroll
down to the Youth Programs section). Or, you may contact the
Ridges office to request a copy.

KIT CAMP (age 4 - Grade K)
June 25-27, 9 am - 12 noon
Theme: Birds, Beasts and Bugs

Each day includes activities, nature art, storytime, and a
hike. A cookout lunch and “graduation” ceremony held last
day of camp. 
Registration fee: $45 members / $55 nonmembers (includes
staffing, crafts, snacks and cookout). No pro-rated fee for partial
attendance.

FOXES (Entering Grades 1-2)
Mondays in July, 9 am - 12 noon 
Theme: Living Things of all Shapes and Sizes

Foxes take a close-up look at the living things of all shapes and
sizes that make their homes in the Sanctuary. Each day's activi-
ties include a hike, games, stories and snacks.  
July 2 - Hunters of the Night – Learn about the amazing world
of bats and owls.
July 9 - Sensory Safari – Explore The Ridges using all 5 of your
senses (yes, even taste!).
July 16 - Mammal Mania – Investigate what makes mammals
different from other creatures, and take a hike to find some.
July 23 - Terrific Trees – Examine the unique trees at the Ridges,
and learn how animals depend on them. 
Registration fee: $15 per session members / $20 nonmembers
(includes staffing, crafts and snacks). May sign up for any 
(or all) sessions.

EXPLORERS (Entering Grades 3-6)
1 Tuesday & 3 Wednesdays in July, 9 am - 12 noon
Theme: Outdoor Explorations

Each day includes outdoor explorations, hikes, games and
nature art fill our busy mornings. We’ll also discuss how we can
have a positive impact on our environment.

July 3 - Don’t Bug Me – Discover some incredible insects and
find out what makes them special.
July 11 - Geology Rocks! – Get an up-close look at the rocks
and minerals beneath our feet.
July 18 - Radical Raptors – Learn about these flying wonders
and search for them on a hike.  
July 25 - Wonderful Water – Find out why water is so remark-
able and so important to wildlife.

Registration fee: $15 per session members / $20 nonmembers
(includes staffing, crafts and snacks). May sign up for any or 
all sessions.

CAMP(S) TAIGA
“Taiga” means boreal, and refers to the unique northern forests

found in The Ridges. We’ll learn about the animals and plants
that live here through hikes, cooperative games and nature art.
And we'll make new friends along the way!

The consecutive schedule for Camp Taiga will provide a more
in-depth experience for campers, as they begin to develop an
appreciation and stewardship for our natural world. A cookout
lunch and graduation ceremony is held the last day of camp.

Taiga I (entering grades 1-2)
July 30 & 31, August 1, 9 am to 12 noon
Theme: Designs of Nature - We’ll investigate the many amaz-
ing adaptations that plants and animals use to survive, and take
a closer look at them during hikes and other activities. 

Taiga II (entering grades 3-6)
August 6 - 8, 9 am to 12 noon
Theme: We Need Each Other - We’ll discover how plants, ani-
mals and humans rely on one another, and explore Ridges’ food
chains and webs through games and hikes.  
Registration fee: $45 members / $55 nonmembers (includes staffing,
crafts, snacks and cookout). No prorated fee for partial attendance.
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Thursday Evening Programs
7:30 pm in the Baileys Harbor Town Hall. 
See website: www.ridgesanctuary for descriptions.
Free and open to the public. 

June 7 - Birding in Panama & Costa Rica 
with Jim Miller

June 14 - The Ridges Sanctuary – 70 Years 
of Stewardship with Steve Leonard

June 21 - The Exotic Everglades
with Len Messineo

June 28 - The Niagara Escarpment 
with Mark Walter

July 5 - Dragons and Damsels… Flies 
That Is! with Paul Burton

July 12 - Clark Lake Watershed Project
with Paul Schumacher

July 19 - Flowers of the Lily Family 
with Roy Lukes

July 26 - Breeding Bird Atlas of 
Wisconsin with Noel Cutright

Aug. 2 - Mushrooms of Door County 
with Charlotte Lukes

Aug. 9 - Wonderful World of Trees
with Lee Tishler

Aug. 16 - Hines Emerald Dragonfly  
with Dan Soluk

Aug. 23 - Biodiversity of the Lakeshore 
Basin with UW-Green Bay Cofrin 
Biodiversity Center staff

Aug. 30 - Door County’s State Natural 
Areas with with Mark Martin / WI-DNR, 
Terrie Cooper / Door County Land Trust, 
Mike Grimm / The Nature Conservancy, 
Steve Leonard / The Ridges 

Special Summer Programs
Hands-on, in-the-field nature explorations. Call The
Ridges to register: (920) 839-9208. Visit our website
(“Education Programs”) for more details.

Dragonfly Workshop and Hike
July 6 (9 – 11:30 am)
$10 per person, $15 per family (up to 4 members)

Come explore Pickerel Pond with biologist Paul Burton
and Ridges naturalist Karen Newbern. We’ll learn about,
net and examine dragonflies… and hope to find some
famous Hines Emeralds along the way! Bring your cam-
era if you’d like to take close-up photos.   

Family Flat Water Canoeing
Adventure - Clark Lake
August 11 (9 am – 12 noon)
$140 per family (up to 4 members)

Door County’s Team Leadership Center will provide the
canoes and teach participants basic paddling strokes on
the inland water of Clark Lake. After, we’ll paddle up
Logan Creek, debark, and explore the Ridges “Logan
Creek property” on a guided nature walk.

Door County’s State Natural Areas
August 31 (9 – 11:30 am)
$10 per person, $15 per family (up to 4 members)

Explore selected “State Natural Areas” of Door County
with Mark Martin, Natural Areas Specialist for the
Bureau of Endangered Resources. Along the hike, 
you’ll  learn more about project areas and management
techniques for protecting local biodiversity.  

Adult Sea Kayaking Adventure –
Moonlight Bay and Toft Point
September 8 (9 am – 12 noon)
$75 per person, limit 15 adults

Team Leadership Center will provide the kayaks and
guide us on a sea kayaking adventure of Moonlight 
Bay and Toft Point. We will launch from the mouth of
Reibolt’s Creek, paddle across Moonlight Bay and along
the rocky shores of Toft Point. Throughout the adven-
ture you will learn on basic paddling strokes with your
experienced sea kayak guide.

Family Programs
A number of family programs will be
offered throughout the summer. Visit
our website (“Education Programs”)

for complete schedule: 
www.ridgesanctuary.org

Discovery Bird Hikes
Every Saturday in June & July
Meet at the Nature Center: 6 am

Free to members/ donations 
accepted (nonmembers)

Guided Sanctuary Tours
Every day except Sunday 

June 1 through August 31  
9:30 am & 1:30 pm  

Free to members / $5 nonmembers /
Children under 18 free

Events & Things



6 The Ridges News

In a phone conversation last fall, my friend Nicole and
I were reminiscing about all the wonderful adventures
we’d had last summer – living, working and playing in
Door County. We both grinned reliving nights spent in
hammocks, sailboat rides into the sunset, potlucks with
friends playing bluegrass around the campfire, and of
course sensational plunges into Lake Michigan after a
sweaty day’s work. Our talk soon turned to this summer
and the “college student’s dilemma”: Return to friends
and community we so cherished? or find respectable jobs
for future employers? Fortunately we were able to find a
creative and exciting solution: We would start an 
environmental group in the Door community to both
bring us back home and challenge us to share our 
experiences in environmentalism! We conceived DEEP:
Door Environmental Education Program.

Though Nicole was starting her junior year in
Environmental Studies at Brown and I was a junior in
Rural Sociology and Environmental Studies at UW-
Madison, we managed to find The Ridges, and they were
receptive to our idea and willing to provide a platform
for DEEP. More than anything, Nicole and I want to use
DEEP to provide what we wished we’d gotten more for-
mally before college: A place to facilitate learning and
discussion of environmental issues for high school and
college-age community members.

As we reminisced on our summer fun, though, we also
realized we had something else to offer Door residents. 
In our time in the
county we’d devel-
oped an astound-
ingly strong “sense
of place” here, and
wanted to also use
the DEEP classes
to engage partici-
pants in a similar
experience. On the surface it may appear that we’re
developing an understanding of 
wetlands and carbon molecules, cows and parks, but we
predict the ultimate result will be a much deeper

development: a Door community sense of place, 
including all its natural and social elements. Each experi-
ence will be a lens, each meeting a different approach to
the same goal – to answer the question “Where do I live?”
as viscerally as possible. For, in the words of J.B. Jackson –
“It is place, permanent position in both the social and
topographical sense, that gives us our identity”.

In weekly adventures Nicole and I will invite you to
explore with us this summer. We’ll offer dialogue, 
pertinent films, workshops and field experiences to give
participants a layered understanding of environmental
focus issues in the county. We’ll run a broad spectrum of

issues – from geography to mechanisms of
local government, from exploring sustain-
ability and preservation to local perspectives
on agriculture and dairy industries. While
this is a melting pot of environmental con-
cerns, our focus will always highlight issues
on the Door peninsula.

We invite you to join us! Stay tuned to the
Peninsula Pulse and the Ridges website for

more program information.

Ellie Jessup
D.E.E.P co-founder

Meet D.E.E.P. 

What’s Up With This Weather? 
Spring at The Ridges seems to have been quite “average” as far as temperatures. 

Rainfall, however, is lagging far below normal – not good news for wetland wildlife (or boaters!). 
Other weather observations from the Ridges:

Month High Temp Low Temp Mean Temp Normal Temp Rainfall Normal  Rainfall

March 71 - 7.7 32 30 .77 in. 2.12 in.
April 66 20 39 41 .99 in. 2.67 in.
May 74 32 52 53 .54 in. 2.74 in. 

“It is place, permanent position in
both the social and topographical
sense, that gives us our identity.”

J.B. Jackson

Nicole and Ellie
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Thanks for Your Generous Support

There’s Still Time!

Welcome New Members
Life Members
Barbara Erlenborn
Barbara Harris

Sanctuary Stewards
Arlene & Marshall Colburn

Ridges Sustainers
Richard & Joyce Kaiser
Thomas & Lorna Schroeder

Adult & Family Members
Sandy Bush
Gary Cadwallader
Claire Dassy & John Sheena
Howard Hall & Paula Moore
Christine Holicek
Ann Green & Barbara Johnson
Mary & Randy Kenny
Leanne & Alvin Menninga
Brenda & Jeffrey Parker
Phil & Nancy Prange
Ken & Marilyn Rabideau
Kenneth Schlichter
Brigitte Seagard
Hal & Shirley Winsborough

Contributions
Sanctuary Stewards
Allan G. Hins
Al & Cynthia Johnson
Roy & Mary Thilly

Ridges Sustainers
Bruce & Dawn Abraham
Mary Elyn Bahlert & Jeff Kunkel
Helen & John Batson
Beverly & Bruce Blietz
Bob & Mary Eccles
Carrol & Howard Fibich 
John H. Harris
Barbara & Norman Johnson
Rosemary & Robert Reinke
Joan Ritter
Tom & Lorna Schroeder
Rita & Bob Sullivan  

Gifts from Members
Dottie Diggs (artwork)
David & Dorothy Galuska 

(chocolates)
Susan Hegenbarth (artwork)
Nita Herreman 

(chocolates; framed artwork)
Jo Holderman (cookies)
Bob & Carolyn Kimbell 

(Barbecue hosts)
Kimbell clan (Fest barbecue)
Marilyn Mahlberg (artwork)

Gifts from Businesses &
Organizations
Action Electric
Associated Bank
Birdies of Door County
Capital Brewery
Captain Commodes
DC Bikes
Door County Ice Cream Factory

Econofoods
Gills Rock Stoneware
Hickey Brothers Fishery
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Krist Foods
LfpDesign!
Main Street Market
McCartney Co.
Mills Fleet Farm
Natural Ovens Bakery
Nelson’s Shopping Center
Nor-Door Sport & Cyclery
Piggly Wiggly
Sandpiper Restaurant
Scaturo’s Restaurant
Town of Baileys Harbor
Town Square Market
Wagon Trail Resort
Wal-Mart
Warner Wholesale
Weisgerber’s Cornerstone 

Restaurant

Gifts to the 
Rangelight Garden Fund
Grace Frudden

Gifts to the 
Endowment Fund
Florence & Ted Podraza

Gifts to the Land Fund
Patricia & Clyde Berger
John H. Harris

Anne Strain
Bernice & Earl Zamzow 

Gifts to the Operating Fund
Joe & Carol Brien
David & Dorothy Galuska
Sibyl N. Heide
Imogene P. Johnson
Inger & Robert Kay
Jean & Mitchell Leavitt
Carolyn & Tom Leege
Robert & Joanne Solem
Rita & Bob Sullivan
Betsy & Jim Williamson

In memory of 
Ron Beno
Hank and Judy Whipple

Mary Jean Jones
Bill & Katie Hebal

Samuel Kruty
Nancy Anderson
Areli Marina & Robert La France
John J. Moriarty
Milan Sluka
Lydia Soo
Sophia & Stephen Van Arsdell
Rose & Robert Wagner

Russell Reutter
Sharon & Greg Streb

In 2006 a new tax law provided for tax-free chartitable 
contributions from your IRA of up to $100,000 per year. This 
provision extends to the end of 2007 only! 

If you’re at least 701/2 years old, and considering a charitable gift to
The Ridges you can still do so by contacting your IRA custodian or
financial advisor now.  Gifts must be made by December 30, 2007 – so
please allow time for processing. 

Besides allowing you to make a charitable gift to The Ridges, this
incentive has other benefits:

• Your gift is not taxed as an IRA distribution, thus potentially reduces
your income tax (and exposure to the Alternative Minimum Tax)

• If you’re required to take an annual minimum withdrawal but don’t
need that income, you can transfer the money directly to charity

• A substantial contribution can also serve as a significant income
reduction tool 

There’s still time to consider this wonderful chance to make a gift directly
from your IRA to The Ridges Operating, Land, Endowment or Building Funds
– while enjoying significant tax advantages in 2007!

Please contact Development Director Linda Shealey 
for more information: (920) 839-2802 or linda@ridgesanctuary.org. 

70th Anniversary Poster – available soon!
Original artwork by member Marilyn Mahlberg.
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Benefit
Thanks

Two benefits support Ridges work in preservation, education and research each year: 
The Door County Festival of Nature and the Ride for Nature. Both are made possible
through the generous support of individuals and businesses – in Door County and beyond.  

To all, a sincere “Thank You”!




Contributors
Associated Bank
Capital Brewery
Captain Commodes
DC Bikes
Door County 

Ice Cream Factory
Econofoods
Hickey Bros. Fishery
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Krist Foods
LfpDesign!
McCartney Co.
Mills Fleet Farm

Natural Ovens Bakery
Nelson Shopping Center
Nor-Door Sport and Cyclery
Piggly Wiggly 
Sandpiper Restaurant
Scaturo’s Baking Co.
Town of Baileys Harbor
Town Square Market
Wagon Trail Resort
Wal-Mart
Warner Wholesale
Weisgerber’s Cornerstone 

Restaurant

Special thanks to the 
following Volunteers
Pete & Barb Classen
George & Sharon Cobb
Bruce Frudden
J.J. Goodwin
Lee Ann Harling
Susan Hegenbarth
Jon & Judy Hollingshead
Bruce Keller
Kimbell families
Lucy & Karl Klug
Dave & Lois Murphy

Wally & Elaine Naleway
Carol & Bruce Olson
Betsy & Frank Rogers
Michel & Judy Roy
Max & Pat Sample
Gwynne Schultz
Pete & Carol Schuster
Dave & Sunny Sinnett
Ray Stonecipher
Dorothy Wallschlaeger
…and all our wonderful 

Field Trip presenters

Festival of Nature 
Sponsors
• Baylake Bank             
• Birdies of Door County

Ride for Nature 
Sponsors
• Door County Memorial 

Hospital/ Ministry Health Care
• Main Street Market of Egg Harbor


