
WOHEN OF NORIHEA$I TYI$CONSIN PRq'ECT
Amorican Associotion of University lyomon

6roen Bry Aror Brrnch

To gromotc cquity for womcn, cducrtion rnd
srlf-dcvclopmcnt ovcr thc lifc sprn. rnd
gositivc socictrl chrngc.

NOHINEE APPLICATION FORT1 (PLEASE TYPE)

sEcTtoil | - BtooMpHtc L tNF0RtlATt0ll
A PLTASE CHECK O}IE APPLICABLE TO YOUR ilOIII}IEE:

- WOI1AN OF HISTORICAL SIONIFTCANCE
{ womnru OF UNIQUE CONTRIEUTION

- WOMAN WHO WAs FIRST IN HIR FIELD OF ENDEAVOR
- WOI1AN OF IHE NEW DECADE, IHE 9O'S

PERSON SU8T1 ITT I NO B IOORAPHICAT IIATERIAI:
f ' ] f i f l [  C l a i . r e  G .  B r a n n  ( w i t h  B e v  N j a a ,  L i b e r t y  G r o v e )w i t h  B e v  N i a a

C I T Y  B a  i  l e v s  H a r b o r STATE WI 71ps4202
IELEPHONE ( inc lu& t r  o961 ara / f ie -2620

I|ANE OF HONOREE:
O l i v i a  D o r o t h Traven R o t t m a n

First llidle Last Plai&n

HONORIE'S YITAL $IATISTIGS:
BIRTHDATE AUq. 6, 19OB NATE OF DEATH ( IF DECEASED)-
PLACE OF BIR

CITY Ba i l evs  Harbo r ,  WI  54202  STATE Wr  21p542O2
TELEPH0NE(lnclu& f i761sft) aIa/839-2529

( IF DECEASED) LIVINO RESOURCE PERSON:

Mf1

CITY

Pfease return by llovcmbcr5o, 1990 to:
Yomcn of llorthatst ylsconsln

2410 Bittersweet Awnue
Green 8ay, Wl 54301

rbo r ,  W I

( IF STILL LIVINO) CURRENT ADDRESS:
g1pEg1  8103  Guy  S t rge t



WOMEN OF NORTHEAST WISCONSIN PRNECI
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6roon Bry Arar Brrnch

FAMILY IXFOR?IATIOII:
(lnclude husband's snd children's names)

F a t h e r :  M a r i n e r  o n  t h e  G r e a t  L a k e s

M o t h e r :  s p e n t  s u m m e r s  i n  B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  w h i l e  h e r  h u s b a n d  w a s  a w a y

H u s b a n d :  F r e d  T r a v e n  ( d e c e a s e d ) ;  m a r r i e d  i n  1 9 2 9 ;  m o v e d  t o
B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  i n  1 9 3 5 ;  F r e d  w a s  s c o u t m a s t e r  i n  B a i l e y s
H a r b o r  f o r  2 8  y e a r s ,  m e e t i n g s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  t h e i r  h o m e

S o n :  L e e ;  b o r n  1 9 3 1 ;  w a s  a  c o r p o r a t e  l  j . b r a r i a n ;  n o w  r e t  j - r e d
a n d  l i v e s  i n  B a i - l e v s  H a r b o r

TDUCAT IOilAL EACKOROUIID:
(lncluda degrees sarned with dates and any honors receiwd)

E l e m e n t a r y  a n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( W a s h i n g t o n  H i g h ) ,  M i l w a u k e e ,  W I

ORgA]ilzATrONS:
(List memberships. church. clubs. social committees or commissions and posiLions held)

Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  Womans  C lub ,  1936  t o  p resen t ,  P res iden t
and  V i ce -P res .  numerous  t imes

Doo r  Coun ty  Fede ra t i on  o f  Womans  C lubs ,  P res iden t  1950

R idges  Sanc tua ry  (w i l d  f l owe r  and  w i t d  l i f e  sanc tua ry ) , 1937  t o
p resen t ;  cha r t e r  member r  appo in ted  Sec re ta r y  a t  t he  f i r s t
o rgan i za t i ona l  mee t i ng ;  e l ec ted  S 'ec re ta r y  when  t he  R idges  was
inco rpo ra ted  i n  L937 ,  he ld  t he  pos i t i on  f r om 1937  t o  1953 ;
member  1937  t o  p resen t ;  P res iden t  o f  t he  Boa rd  o f  D i r ec to r s
du r i ng  t he  R idges  50 th  ann i ve rsa ry  yea r ,  1987 ;  now  D i rec to r
Emer i  tus

L ib ra r i an :  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  1950 -1 "973

c o n ' d



O l i v i a  T r a v e n

c  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  ( c o n ' d )

M e m b e r  o f  D o o r - K e w a u n e e  R e g i o n a l  L i b r a r y  B o a r d ,  1 9 5 0 - 1 9 5 3 ,
w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  a n d
f u n d e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t u d y  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s

D o o r  C o u n t y  L i b r a r y  B o a r d

F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y

B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  S c h o o t  B o a r d  1 9 5 3  t o  e a r l y  1 9 7 0 ' s  r v h e n  t h e
d i s t r i c t  r v a s  c o n s o l i d a t e d .  P r e s i d e n t , .

N o r t h e r n  D o o r  B o o k  C l u b

R a  i  I  e v s  H a  r h n r  R r  i  r l r r e  f ' 1  u bu s L L v l

P l a n n i n g  B o a r d  f o r  S c a n d i a  R e t i r e m e n t  C e n t e r ,  S i s t e r  B a y ,  W f ,  1 9 7 5

H o p e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  S t u r g e o n  B a f ,  W I

T h e  C l e a r i n g ,  E l f i s o n  B a y ,  W f

G i b r a l t a r  S c h o o l  C o m m u n i t , y  A u d i t o r i u m ,  F i s h  C r e e k ,  W I

F r i - e n d s  o f  G i b r a l t , a r  S c h o o l s  ( p e w l l  )
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STCTIOH II - CRITERIA FOR STLECTIOH

H SPECIAT ACHIEYE}IE}ITS AND COITRIBUTIOI{S TO HER WORLD:
(Be specific. List relevsnt childhood experiences. and career choices, dates, names, and otj€r
pertinent data. We are looking for factualprEsentation of achiwements here. Please make your
personal evaluation under Section ll, Part l)

( llust be completed in detail)
O l i v i a ' s  w o r l d  s e e m s ,  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  t o  b e  v e r y  n a r r o w .
B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  j . s  o n e  o f  t h e  s m a l l e s t  ( p o p u l a t i o n  2 0 0 )  o f  s m a l l

t o w n s r  f e t  O f i v i a  T r a v e n ' s  i n f l u e n c e  h a s  b e e n  f a r  r e a c h i n g .
H e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  T h e  R i d g e s  S a n c t u a r y  b e g a n  w i t h  e a r l y  w a l k s
t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  w i t h  h e r  m o t h e r  w h o  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  O l i v i a ' s
i n t e r e s t  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  w o r l d .  W h e n  A l b e r t  F u l l e r ,
C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  M i l w a u k e e  P u b l i c  M u s e u m ,  b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  " b o g "  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r a r e  p t a n t s  g r o w i n g  t h e r e  h e

c o n t a c t e d  t h e  B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  W o m a n s  C l u b .  F u I l e r  w a s  t h e  c a t a l y s t
a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  R i d g e s  w a s  h i s  d r e a m ,  b u t  w i t , h o u t  O l i v i a ' s
f a r s i g h t e d  a n d  f i r m  c o m m i t m e n t ,  t h e  R i d g e s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  w o r l d
r e n o w n e d  -  a  s a n c t u a r y  o f  o v e r  1 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  w i t h  m e m b e r s h i p  o f
m o r e  t h a n  3 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  f r o m  e v e r y  s t a t e  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  f o r e i g n
c o u n t r i e s .

W h e n  O l i v i a  T r a v e n  a s s u m e d  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t , h e  R i d g e s  i n  i t s
5 0 t h  a n n j - v e r s a r y  y e a r  s h e  r e v i v e d  d o r m a n t  c o m m i t t e e s  i n t , o  c o n -
s t r u c t i v e  c h a n n e l s .  T h e  y e a r  w a s  s p e c i a l  -  c o n c e r t s  h l e r e  o r g a n -
i z e d ,  o t h e r  f u n d - r a i s e r s  p l a n n e d  a n d  t h e  u s e  o f  v o l u n t e e r  h e l p
e x p a n d e d .  H e r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  N a t u r e  S t o r e ,  g o t  o f f  t h e
g r o u n d  a n d  h a s  b e e n  a  v i t a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s  o f
t h e  R i d g e s .

I t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a L  s h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  h a d  s u c h
s u c c e s s  o r g a n i z i n g  " t h e  t r o o p s "  b e c a u s e  s h e  h e r s e l f  h a d  s p e n t
s o  m a n y  y e a r s  " i n  t h e  t r e n c h e s " .  F r o m  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  R i d g e s '
f i r s t  n a t u r a l i s L s  ( t o u r i s t , s  w o u l d  r i n g  h e r  d o o r b e l l  a n d  a s k  t o
b e  t a k e n  o n  t o u r s )  t o  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a t  t h e  N a t u r e  C e n t e r ,  O l i v i a
d i d  m a n y  o f  t h e  n i t t y - g r i t t y  j o b s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  k e e p
a n y  o r g a n i z a L i o n  g r o w i n g .

T h i s  d a i l y  h a r d  w o r k ,  a l w a y s  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e , c h a r a c t e r -
i z e d  O l i v i a  T r a v e n ' s  m a n y  c o m m u n i t y  a c t i v i t i e s .

c o n ' d



O l i v i a  T r a v e n

H  S P E C I A L  A C H I E V E M E N T S  A N D  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  H E R  W O R L D  ( c o n ' d )

T h e  B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  l i b r a r y  w a s  e n d o w e d  b y  a  l o c a l  p h i l a n t , h r o p i s t
a n d  O f i v i a  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  l i b r a r i a n .  H e r  i n f l u e n c e  d i d n ' t  s t o p
t h e r e  w h e n , a f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  s t u d y  K e w a u n e e  c o u n t y  d e c i d e d  t o
d i s c o n t i n u e  t , h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e s ,
O l i v i a  h e l p e d  p e r s u a d e  t h e  D o o r  C o u n t y  B o a r d  t o  c o n t i n u e  a l o n e .
f t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t y  s y s t e m s  i n  t , h e  s t a t e  t o  d e v e l o p
a  n e t w o r k  o f  r u r a l  l i b r a r i e s .  O f i v i a  i s  s t i l l  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r
o f  t h e  F r i e n d s  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  a n d  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o
p r o t e s t  a  p r o p o s e d  c u t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  b u d g e t  j u s t  l a s t  w e e k .

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  S c h o o l  B o a r d  O I i v i a ' s  i n t e r e s t
i n  c h i l d r e n s '  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  u p p e r m o s t .  T h e s e  y e a r s  s a w  m a n y
c h a n g e s  a n d  n o n e  w e r e  e a s y  f o r  s m a l l  t o w n  p e o p l e .  F i r s t  w a s  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  o n e - r o o m  s c h o o l .  T h e  r i s i n g  c o s t  o f  k e e p i n g  t h e s e
s c h o o l s  u p  a n d  f i n d i n g  g o o d  t e a c h e r s  n e c e s s i t , a t e d  c l o s i n g  s u c h
s c h o o l s  a s  A p p l e p o r t ,  N o r t h  B a |  r  t r r t r o o d l a n d ,  P e r s h i n g  a n d  P e n i n -
s u l a  C e n t e r .  I n  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e s  t h e  c h i l d r e n s '  f u t u r e
w a s  a l r , r a y s  h e r  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c r  j - t e r i o n  i n  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s .
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  t e n u r e  t h e  B a i l e y s  H a r b o r  s c h o o l s  w e r e  c o n s o l -
i d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  G i b r a l t a r  s y s t e m  i n  F i s h  C r e e k .  T h r o u g h o u t ,
O l i v i a  s t o o d  u p  t o  m u c h  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  p e r s i s t e d  i n  h e r  d r i v e
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  n o r t h e r n  D o o r  C o u n t y .

O l i v i a ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  e d u c a t i o n  w a s  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  l o c a l
a f f a i r s . S h e  t r a v e l e d  t o  M a d i s o n  t o  t e s t i f y  b e f o r e  a  l e g i s l a t i v e
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  a r g u e  f o r  h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  W h i l e
O l i v i a ' s  e d u c a t i o n  e n d e d  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  s h e  h a s  n e v e r  s t o p p e d
r e a d i n g .  l e a r n i n g  a n d  " w a n t i n g  t o  k n o w " .  S h e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
w e l l  r e a d ,  o f t e n  s u g g e s t i n g  a n d  u r g i n g  n e w  w o r k s  f o r  t h e  B o o k
C l u b ,  W o m a n s  C l u b ,  B r i - d g e  C l u b  a n d  o t h e r s  .

W h e n  a  s t u d y  w a s  m a d e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  e l d e r l y  i n
n o r t h e r n  D o o r  C o u n t y ,  O l i v i a  w a s  a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t .  T h e  r e s u l t  i s
a n  e x t e n s i v e  n u r s i n g  h o m e  a n d  r e t i r e m e n t  f a c i f i t y  j . n  S i s t e r  B a y .
T h e  S c a n d i a  R e t , i r e m e n t  V i l l a g e  i s  u s e d ,  n o t  o n l y  b y  n a t i v e s ,  b u t
b y  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  t o  D o o r  C o u n t y  t o  r e t i r e .  O l i v i a ' s
r e g u l a r  v i s i t s  w i t h  l i v e l y  c o n v e r s a t i o n a r e  w e l c o m e d  b y  a l l  r e s i -
d e n t s .
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PERSOI{AL EYALUATIOT{:
(Pleasa share why you would like this ryoman recognized: lnclude any particular data not
mantioned abow that may helg us make a choice.)

O f i v i a  i s  B Z  y e a r s  o I d .  W h e n  s h e  w a s  b o r n  w o m e n  d i d  n o t  h a v e

t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e r  f e t  O f i v i a  h a s  a l w a y s  " p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n  h e r
b e t t e r  i m p u l s e s ,  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a n d  u n a f r a i d " .  S h e  h a s  b e e n
a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  r o l e  m o d e l .  S h e  l e a d s  w i t h o u t  d i c t a t i n g  a n d

s e e s  e v e r y t h i n g  s h e  u n d e r t a k e s  b o  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n  w i t h o u t  e x -
p e c t a t i o n  o f  a c c o l a d e s .  W h e n  e n c o u r a g i n g  s o m e o n e  t o  s e r v e  o n

a  c o m m i t t , e e  o r  t a l c e  a n  o f  f  i c e  O l i v i a ' s  c o m m e n t  i s  " y o u  a l r ' r a y s
r e c e i v e  m o r e  t h a n  Y o u  g i v e " .

O l i v i a  T r a v e n  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  h e r  l i f e  i n  a  s m a l l  t o r v n  b u t  h e r

l e a d e r s h i p ,  v i s i o n  a n d  d e v o t i o n  t o  p r i n c i p l e  a r e  w o r l d  c l a s s .

PLEASE RETURN EY IIOVENEER 50. I99O TO:

WOTIEN OF NORTHEAST WISCONSIN
24.l0 Bitterswaet Awnuo
Green Bay, Wl 54301



For  more  i n fo rma t i on :  P ro f i l e  O l i v i a  R .  T raven

Bev  N jaa  (4 I4 )  854 -5465  Wr i t t en  March ,  1992  f o r

WOMEN OF NORTHEASTERN W]SCONS]N

01 iv ia  Ro t t rnan  T raven

1908

(PHOTO CREDIT )

Pho to  by  Mary  Ha r r i son  Oc t .  3 ,  1987

(PHOTO CAPTION)

OLfV IA  ROTTMAN TRAVEN,  P res iden t ,

The  R idges  Sanc tua ry ,  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r ,

on  i t s  50 th  Ann i ve rsa ry .  Mrs .  T raven

i s  a  f ounde r  o f  t he  na tu re  D rese rve .

Women had  no t  ye t  won  the  r i gh t  t o  vo te  when  O l i v i a  Ro t tman

was  bo rn  i n to  t he  na r rowes t  o f  wo r l ds  i n  t he  sma l l es t  ( pop .200 )

o f  s rna11  W iscons in  t owns .  One  o f  t he  deepes t  and  w ide l y  sha red

p leasu res  among  t he  women  o f  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  we re  t he i r  wa l ks

a long  t he  r i dges  o f  t he  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  Bog  i n  t he  f r ag i l e  sunsh ine

o f  t he  f j , r s t  wa rm days  o f  sp r i ng .  Sha r i ng  he r  mon the r r s  de l i gh t

i n  t he  m i l l i ons  o f  r a re  and  co lo r f u l  w i l d f l owe rs  t ha t  ca rpe ted

the  Bog  awakened  young  O l i v i a t s  i n t e res t  i n  t he  na tu ra l  wo r l d ,

and  p roved  t o  be  t he  f ounda t i on  o f  O l i v i a ' s  l a t e r  ded i ca t i on

to  p rese rve  t he  Bog  f r om deve lopmen t  and  des t ruc t i on .

O l i v i a ' s  f a the r  was  a  mar i ne r  on  t he  Grea t  Lakes .  The  young

fami l y  made  the i r  home in  M i lwaukee ,  bu t  each  summer ,  when  the

schoo l  yea r  ended ,  t hey  re tu rned  to  Ba i l eys  Harbo r  t o  spend  the

warm mon ths  on  the  sho re  o f  Lake  M ich igan .

01 i v i a ' s  f o rma l  educa t i on  ended  when  she  g radua ted  f r om

Mi lwaukee ' s  Wash ing ton  H i  gh  Schoo l .  f n  L935 ,  i n  t he  m ids t  o f

t he  Dep ress ion ,  O1 i v i - a  r e tu rned  t o  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  w i t h  he r

husband ,  F red  T raven ,  and  t he i r  f ou r  yea r  o l d  son ,  Lee .
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F red  vo lun tee red  f o r  t he  f i r s t  o f  h i s  26  yea rs  as  Scou tmas te r

o f  t he  1oca l  Boy  Scou t  t r oop ,  and  O l i v i a  i r n i ned ia te l y  j o i ned

the  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  Woman ' s  C lub .

She  was  v i ce  p res iden t  o f  t he  Womanrs  C lub  i n  1937  when  A lbe r t

Fu11er ,  cu ra to r  o f  t he  M i lwaukee  Pub l i c  Museum,  appea led  to  the

women  to  suppo r t  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  p rese rve  t he  Bog  and  t he  ra re

p lan t s  i n  i t .  Loca l  bus iness  i n te res t s  hoped  t o  deve lop  t he

a rea  as  a  t r a i l e r  pa rk .  Because  t he  sma l1  t own  despe ra te l y  needed

the  j obs  and  i ncome  the  deve lopmen t  r ep resen ted ,  Fu1 le r ' s

conse rva t i on  p roposa l  was  h i gh l y  con t rove rs i a l .

O l i v i a  a t t ended  t he  f i r s t  o rgan i zaL ion  mee t i ng  o f  t he

conse rva t i on i s t s ,  and  was  appo in ted  t he i r  sec re  La ry .  I r i hen  t he i r

e f f o r t s  t o  p rese rve  t he  l and  as  a  na tu re  sanc tua ry  f i na l l y

p roved  success fu l ,  t he  g roup  i nco rpo ra ted  i n  1937  as  The  R idges

Sanc tua ry .  01 i v i a  was  e l ec ted  Sec reLa ry ,  and  he ld  t ha t  o f f i ce

un t i l  1953 .  When  t ou r i s t s  who  had  read  abou t  The  R idges  began

to  r i ng  he r  doo rbe l l  and  ask  f o r  t ou rs ,  O l i v i a  became  one  o f

The  R idges '  f i r s t  Na tu ra l l s t s .  I t  neve r  occu r red  t o  O l i v i a  t o

re fuse  t o  gu lde  t he  cu r i ous  t h rough  The  R idges ,  and  bes ides ,

i t  p resen ted  an  oppo r tun i t y  t o  ga in  new  members .

Th i s  k i nd  o f  f a r s i gh ted  and  t enac ious  da i l y  commi tmen t  even tua l l y

bu i l t  The  R idges  i n to  a  wo r l d  r enowned  sanc tua ry  o f  mo re  t han

1 ,000  ac res  and  more  t han  3 ,000  members  f r om eve ry  s ta te  and  rnany

fo re i gn  coun t r i es .  f n  i t s  50 th  Ann i ve rsa ry  yea r ,  0 l i v i a  T raven

was  e lec ted  P res iden t  o f  The  R idges .  Fa r  f r om assum ing  t he

pos i t i on  was  an  hono ra ry  one ,  O1 i v i a  c ra f t ed  t he  membersh ip  i n t o

e f f ec t i ve  commi t t ees  who  o rgan i zed  conce r t s ,  ce l eb ra t i ons ,

c rea ted  a  na tu re  s to re ,  and  expanded  t he  educa t i ona l  m i ss i on  o f

The  R idges  and  i t s  membersh ip  by  exponen t i a l  l eaps  t ha t  con t i nue

today .

I t  i s  no t  su rp r i s i ng  t ha t  O l i v l a  shou ld  have  had  such

success  i n  o rgan i z i ng  " t he  t r oops , "  because  so  much  o f  he r

own  l i f e  had  been  spen t  " i n  t he  t r enches . "

Shor t l y  a f te r  Wor ld  t r r l a r  f  I ,  Door  and  Kewaunee  coun t i es  were

se lec ted  t o  t ake  pa r t  i n  a  demons t ra t i on  o f  r u ra l - u rban  l i b ra r y

se rv i ce .  O l i v i a  was  appo in ted  t o  t he  Doo r -Kewaunee  Reg iona l

L1 -b ra ry  Board .  Even tua l l y  Kewaunee  Coun ty  w i thd rew,  and  Door
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con tempora ry  soc ie t y  appea rs  t o  d i sm iss  o l d - f ash loned
"women ' s  g roups "  as  t he  pass t i -mes  o f  t he  power l ess .  ye t ,

O l i v i a  T raven  has  worked  w i th in  the  boundar les  o f  t hese
t rad i t i ona l  women ' s  f o rums  f o r  mo re  t han  f i f t y  yea rs .  Th rough
them she  empowered  he rse l f  and  the  membersh ip  to  a f fec t  t he  fu tu re
cou rse  o f  he r  v i 11age ,  t ownsh ip ,  coun t y ,  and  even  t he
b io l og i ca l  d i ve rs i t y  o f  t he  g1oba1  env i r onmen t .

Sho r t l y  a f t e r  Wor l d  War  f I ,  Doo r  and  Kewaunee  coun t i es  we re
se lec ted  t o  t ake  pa r t  i n  a  demons t ra t i on  o f  r u ra l - u rban  l i b ra r y
se rv i ce .  o l i v i a  was  appo in ted  t o  t he  Doo r -Kewaunee  Reg iona l
L i b ra r y  Boa rd .  when  Kewaunee  w i t hd rew  a f t e r  t h ree  yea rs ,
Doo r  coun ty  f o rmed  i t s  own  l i b ra r y  sys tem.  Du r i ng  t he  Reg iona l
L i b ra r y  e ra ,  t he  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  l i b ra r i an  res i gned ,  and  o l i v l a
was  appo in ted  t o  t he  pos i t i on  whe re  she  se rved  un t i l  he r  r e t i r enen t
i n  L973 .  she  pa r t i c i pa ted  i n  t he  d r i ve  t o  r a l se  money  t o  bu i l d
a  new  coun ty  l i b ra r y  bu i l d i ng  i n  S tu rgeon  Bay ,  and  l a te r  se rved
as  P res iden t  o f  t he  F r i ends  o f  Doo r  coun ty  L i b ra r i es .

As  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  l i b ra r i an ,  O1 i v i a  supe rv i sed  t he  i n te l l ec tua l
l i f e  and  s tudy  hab i t s  o f  seve ra l  gene ra t i ons ,  and  she  deve loped
a  deep  and  ab id i ng  conce rn  f o r  t he  qua l i t y  o f  t he  ch i l d ren ' s
educa t i on .

sho r t l y  a f t e r  se rv i ng  as  p res iden t  o f  t he  Doo r  coun ty
Fede raL i -on  o f  Woman ' s  C lubs  i n  1950 ,  01 i v i a  was  e l ec ted  t o  se rve
on  t he  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  Schoo l  Boa rd .  The  pos t -wa r  pe r i od  was
d i f f i cu l t  f o r  t he  ru ra l  popu la t i on  o f  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r .  Sma11  t own
peop le  ha te  change ,  and  t he  e ra l  o f  t he  one - room schoo l  was
rap id l y  com ing  t o  an  end .  As  nea rby  schoo l s  c l osed  one  by  one ,
01 i v i a  f ound  he rse l f  i n vo l ved  i n  a  b i t t e r  s t r ugg le  t o  conso l i da te
the  schoo l s  i n t o  one  sys tem.  The  r i s i ng  cos t s  o f  ma in ta i n i ng  t he
sma l1  schoo l s ,  and  f i nd ing  good  t eache rs  became  fo rm idab le
obs tac les  f o r  sma11  d i s t r i c t s .  o l i v i a  pe rs i s t ed  i n  s t and ing  up
fo r  t he  th ings  she  fe l t  wou ld  bene f i t  t he  ch i l d ren ,  and  by
the  end  o f  he r  t enu re ,  t he  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r  schoo l s  we re
conso l i da ted  w i t h  t he  G ib ra l t a r  sys tem i n  F i sh  c reek .

she  d i d  no t  r ega rd  he r  pos i t i on  on  t he  schoo l  boa rd  as
con f i ned  t o  1oca1  a f f a i r s ,  and  t r ave led  t o  Mad i son  t o  l obby
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She  d id  no t  r ega rd  he r  pos i t i on  on  t he  schoo l  boa rd  as

con f i ned  t o  l oca1  a f f a i r s ,  and  t r ave led  t o  Mad i son  t o  l obby  f o r

educa t i ona l  r e fo rms .  She  con t i nues  t o  be  ac t i ve  i n  a l l  1oca1

educa t i ona l l y  r e l a ted  o rgan i za t i ons  i nc l ud ing  membersh ip  and

pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  The  C lea r i ng ,  a  f o l k  schoo l  f ounded  by  Jens

Jensen ;  B jo r k l unden ,  a  summer  sem ina r  se r i es  sponso red  by

Lawrence  Un i ve rs i Ly  a t  an  es ta te  i n  Ba i l eys  Ha rbo r ;  F r i ends

o f  G i -b ra1 ta r ,  a  commun i t y  suppor t  g roup  tha t  f unds  a r t s  and

cu l t u ra l  ac t i v i t i e s  i n  l he  schoo l s ;  and  i s  a  s taunch  backe r

o f  t he  Door  Commun i t y  Aud i to r i um,  a  new pe r fo rm ing  a r t s  bu i l d ing

on  t he  schoo l  campus .

A l t hough  he r  f o rma l  educa t i on  was  l im i t ed  t o  h i gh  schoo l ,

01 i v i a  neve r  s t opped  read ing ,  l ea rn i ng ,  and  s tay i ng  ab reas t

o f  cu r ren t  even t s .  She  con t i nues  t o  sugges t  and  u rge  new

works  on  members  o f  t he  1oca l  Book  C1ub ,  Womanrs  C lub  ( i n  wh i ch

she  has  he ld  o f f i ce  and  ma in ta ined  membersh ip  fo r  more  than

f i f t y  yea rs  )  ,  B r i dge  C lub  and  e l sewhe re .

When  a  s tudy  was  made  t o  eva lua te  t he  needs  o f  t he  e l de r l y

i n  Doo r  Coun ty ,  O1 i v i a  was  a t  t he  f o re f ron t  o f  Lhe  d r i ve  t o

fund ,  bu i1d ,  and  s ta f f  an  ex tens i ve  nu rs i ng  home  and  re t i r emen t

comp lex  i n  nea rby  S i s te r  Bay .

O l i v i a  T raven ' s  l i f e  shows  t ha t  i t  i s  poss ib l e  f o r  one

woman  to  s tand  up  and  speak  ou t  on  ma t te r s  o f  p r i nc i p l e ,  t o  t ake

up  l oca l  cha l l enges ,  and  t o  ac t  i n  ways  t ha t  have  a  bene f i c i a l

e f f ec t  on  t he  l i ves  o f  o rd i na ry  peop le  f o r  gene ra t i ons  t o  come .


